ö 
F 


LETTER 


:E rom the Reverend 


Mr. f. WHITEFIELD, F 


E 0 fun Church Members of the Preſby- 
ſterian Perſuaſic fon, in Anſwer to certain 
. . Scruples and Queries relating to ſome 

; - - Paſlageaghn” his printed Sermons and 
other Writings. | 
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90 which is ; added, 


Tho. L E. T T E RS frofff Nithanad! 
Love-T1 ruth, to the Rev. Mr. I pito- 


eld, containing ſome. Exceptions to 
his fore ſaid Letter. £2 
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|  NEW.YORK, Nov. 1, 1740. 
My dear Friends, g 0% t 

"> CAST, Night and this Morning I read your 
L. Queries and Scruples, Whether they were 1 1 
38. v cWpiled by Church Members or Miniſters 
of the Presbyterian Perſuaſion, I ſhall not take upon | 
me to determine, I think I may ſay, with David on 
another Occaſion, Joad's Hand is in this If your 
Miniſters were really the Authors, and you only their 
Repreſentatives, they have not acted ſimply. They 
had beiter have ſpoken out. I ſhould as readily have 
anſwered them as you. Solomor; fays, He that bateth * 
Reproof, is Brutiſh ; And if I know any thing of my 
own Heart, I ſhould think myſelf obliged to any one 
that convinces me of any Error, either in Principle or 
Practice. I therefore aſſure you, that I do not find 
the leaſt Relentment flirring in my Soul againſt thoſe . 
{whoever they be) that propoſed the Queriei, or ad : 
'painft the Rev. Rreſbytery that adviſed you to ſend 
them to me in a Publick Manner: No, I rejoice in 
it; becauſe it gives me an Opportunity of doing wha 
my Friends know I. have. for iome time propoled, viz 
To correct ſome Paſſages in my printed Sermons. I 
think it no Diſſonout᷑ to retra@ ſome Eayroion: 4 
that have'fortnerly dropped from my Pen, before God 
vas pleaſed td give me a more clear Knowledge of the 
Doctribes of Grace. St. Auſtis I think, did ſo before 
me. The Lord's Dealing with we was ſomerhing oul 
of the common Way. I can ſay, to the Honour of 
rich free diftingyiſhing Grace, chat I received the 
Spirit of Adoption before I had converſed with on 
Man, or read à fingle Book, on the Doctrine of Eu 
Juflifeation 'by the trmquted Righteonſneſs of JESU 
CHRIST: No Wonder then, that I was not focleaty 
in ſome Points at my fieſt Setting out in the Miniſtry 
Our LORD was pleaſed to enlighten me by Degrees 
and I defire your Prayers, that higGrace may ſhim 
more and more in my Meart, till it reaks: forth in | 
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131 
— gut to come to the exceptionable Paſſages in my 
ger mons. You blame me for ſaying, Pe 3 
Page 17. Vol. 2d., That Adam was adorxed <vith all 
e Perfections of the Deity, I acknowledge this is not 
Wauthcicutly cxplain'd. It ſhould have been expreſs'd 
his, All the moral communicable Perfections of the 
city.” tho' perhaps not one of my Readers really 
FFhought I meant any others, Again, Aan was the 
Perfection of the moral and material World, Let it land 

Jt us, * The Perfection of the vibe World | 
F. 22. & 23. Vol. zd. where ſpeaking of a godly 


an's riſing by Repentance after a Fall into Sin, I fay, 
„ 887 aſbes the Guilt cf Sin away by the Tears of a fincere 
RNepentance joined <vith Faith in the Blood of Jesvus 
ave Tnnis r.“ — This is falie Divinity; — I would now 
teh Alter it thus, — © Recovers his former Peace, by re- 
F*< newing his Ads of Faith on the perſc& Righteouſ- 
my! | s | 
neſs of Jusus CHRIST, * 
FP. 79. Vel 1, where ſpeaking of making the Glory 
ind of God our End, I ſay, And which alone tas render any 
e eur Actions acceptable in God's Sight lt ſhould be 
And without which any of our Actions cannot be 
acceptable in God's Sight. T 5 
Pei. 16, Vel. 1. where I ſpeak of ſome Ve vainly 
depend on their own Rig l teouſueſa, and not on the Rigb- 
tteauſneſi of Jelus Chrift, imputed to and inberent in them 
44 neceſſary to their eternal Salvation.” — To avoid all 
Miftakes, I would expreſs myſelf in this Manner, — 
* Who have neither Cłriſ's Righteouſneſs imputed 
«© to them for their Juſtification in the Sight of God, 
dre nor Holineſs wrought in their Souls as the Conſe- 
| ** quence of that, in order to make them meet ſor the 
# .. Enjoymentof Sar RT, on: 


Vol. t, p. 7. where it ſtands this; He 3 ＋ necy 
Creatures, in order to qualify us for being ſavingly in Chriff, 
read, © ro muy fr for living eternally with Chrift,” * 

The ſeeming Contradiction in my Sermon, Vol. 2, 
. 128, compar'd with Fel. 2, p. 137, I think may be 
reconcited' by that Paſſage: of the Apoſtle, Aer yon 
$ billeve# you were ſealed by the Spirit of Projniſe Your 
in: arguing on this, Page 20, Sett 7, I think is not quite 
G clear. Might you not have as reaſonably blamed 


13 


N 151. 1 
vis Cbriſt for ſaying to a dead Man, Lazarus com foriii 
However, inſtead of quickning Spirit, Vol. 2. p. 137, 
Let it be read, ſanctifying Spirit.“ oe 

Vol. 2. P. 33. where it is now read, 7e Man Chriſt ! 
Feſut is ſpiritually formed in your Hearti.— L would alter 
it thus, 4 That Chrift is formed within you, F 
Hol. 1. p. 53, The many Souls that are nouriſhed weekly 7 
by the ſpiritual Body and Blood of Jeſus Chrift by your © 

Means. Let it be alter'd for theſe Words, © Nourith'd [ F 
* weekly at the Lord's Supper by your Means.“ 4 

I ſee no reaſon to alter my Explanation of the Words, 
Baptizing tbem into the Nature ef the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt ; and, Cbriſt ſpiritually conceived in the Heart 
of Eve. — I mean no more by theſe Expreſſions than 
the Apoſtle, when he ſays, Know you not that Chriſt ie 
in yu, unleſt you be Reprobates? And again, We are 
made Paytakers of the Divine Nature. © = 
Vol. 2, p. 128, Theſe Words [ In the Lord's Prayer! 
may be left our. Tho! if the Word Name fignifies 
God's Attributes according to your own Confeſſion, 
why may it not ſignify his-Efſence ? What are God's 
Attributes but GOD himſelf? ! "oi 
Vol. 1 p. 14. After eſſential ones too, inſert, ( if Perſons 
4 are capable of performing them And by eſſentia ! 
is meant nec ſary in that Order of Means which G 
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Tauss, if I miltake not, are all the Paſſages in my 
ermons which you object againſt, — And now to con- 
vince you that I am not aſhamed to own my Faults, 1 
can inform you of other Paſſapes as juftly exceptionable. 
= In my Sermon on Juſtification, I ſeem to aſſert 
Fate Redemption, which I now abſolutely deny. — 2 
n my Almoſt Chriftias, I talk of Works procuring us ſo 
high a Crown. In my Sermon on the Marks of the Neu, 
Birth, fay, We ſtall endure to the End, if we continue Ec. 
 —— Theſe and perhaps ſome other Paſſages, tho' capable 
of a candid Interpretation, I now miſlike, and in the 
next Edition of my-Sermons, God willing, I propoſe 
to alter D the mean your I r be thankful 
to any that will point out my Errors, and I promiſe, b' 
dlizipe Alſiſtance, they ſhall have no Nelles to 105 
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that I am one who hates to be reformed oo the Righ- 
feows ſmite me, it ſhall be a Kindntſs ; and let bim reprove 
me, it ſball be an excellent Oil, which ball not break my 


t Head: for yet my Prayer alſo ſball le in their Calamities. 
r © As for your inſinuating that I countenance Mr. 
uli in his Errors, it is no ſuch Thing, - I prefaced 
's 8 Halyburion's Memoirs More I faw what Mr. Weſly 
# ® wrote, And fince I have ſeen it have more than once 
d aid. if 1 had known what Mr, J/efley had wrote I 
2X would not have prefaced the Book at all. — I do not 
„ 7 underftand Mr, Veſiey in his Interpretation of thoſe 
4 Words, He that is born again of God ſinnet h not ; and 


Z therefore have torn that Part of his Preface out of ſo- 
n FF vcral of thoſe Books which I have given away lately, 
;s and have acquainted him wherein I think he err in 
this particular, in ſundry of my Letters. 
' XX You wrong me if you think I am an Antinomian. — 
For when I ſay, God made no ſecond Covenant with Adam, 
s 1 mean no more than this, — © God made no ſecond 
„ Covenant with 4dam in his own Perſon in behalf of 
's („ his Poſterity. Nor did Man's Acceptance in the Sight 
of God after the Fall, depend either wholly or in 
part on his Works, as before the Fall.” Whoever 
reads the Author of 7he Whole Duty of Man, will find 
he thinks otherwiſe ; and I believe your Friends in 
Scotland will not thank you for defending The Hole 
Duty of Man, as you ſcemingly have done in your late 
3 Your Odjection concerning my favourable Opinion 
got ſome particular Qualers I converſed with, and alſo 
about ſome particular Promiſes which I think have been 
made me, you may ſee ſarished in my Anſwer to the 
XZ Biſhop of London's laft paſtoral Letter, and in a Letter 
ſeyt to the Biſhop of Glonceſter, and publiſhed in one 
part of my Journals. © EDD io Me: 


lam no Friend to cafting Lots; but I believe, on 

extraordinary Occaſtont, when Things can be determined 
no other way, God, if appeal'd to and waited on by 

Prayer and Fafting, will anſwer by Lot now as well as 

formerly. „ Fen. 4 

Lou condemn me for preaching — 

ing I am helped often immediatelz in tha! 


and ſay- 


K. 


Wy [6] 
But thouſands as well as myſelf are thankful for the 
2 Aſſiſtances which God has afforded me in that 
Exerciſe. — You likewife cenſure me as one that 
would lay ae Rewiog ; but I am of Biſhop Sand- 
fon's Mind, Stud) crit hn Prayer is Arbriſm; Prayer 
ton bent Study, Preſumption.— Blame me not for the 
Warmth ot ſome of my Adherents, as you call them. 
One of your Minifters knows, how ſharply I rebuked 
one of them for his Warmtñ at F Hanmer. I am 
2 loving as Brethren, and wiſh all would copy after 
the lowly Jzsvs. — But then I cannot difcommend 
thoſe (ſuppoling they do it in the Spirit of Meekneſs) 
tho exclain againſt diy ſapitſs unconverted Minilters.— 
Such ſutely are the Bane ot the Chriftian Church. 


But my other Affairs will not permit me to enlarge. 
Some of the latter part of your Dzeries, for your own 
and not my Sake, I ſhall not mention,—l hope I canſay 
with more Siacerity than Zazae}, 1s your Servant a 0 
that be ſhould do what you ſuggeſt ? — But I pra God 
| >. you He knows my Heart,— My one Deſign 
is to bring poor Souls to Feſus Chriſt, — I deſire to avoid 
Extremes, ſo as not to be a Bigot on the one Hand, or 
conſound Order and Decency on the other. — And I 
could heartily wiſh the Reverend Prezbytery when they 
ad viſed you to publiſh your Queries, had alſo cautioned 
you againſt dipping your Pen in ſo much Gall. 
Surely your Infinuations are contrary to that Charity WR 
— hopeth and — Things for the beſt. And 
appeal to your own Hearts, whether it was right, 
eſpecially fince you heard the conſtant Tenor by. my 
preaching in Arrerice has been Calyinifiical, to cenſure 
me as a Papi or Arminian, becauſe a few unguarded | 
Expreſſions dropped from my Fen juſt as I came out of 
the Univerſity of Oxford?—- Could Archbiſhop Tillson, BE 
or the Author of "The evbdle Duty of Mar, lay fo! — iſ 
But I have done The LORD be wi $ 


ith you —Iam a F. 
poor frail Creature : And as ſucb, I beſccoh you to pray 
me hm Hund aud % 
SGSGe!roncg WIMTETIEI S. 


* 0 a — — — tk a 
. . was * 
s 9 ** 


 , 
* "3 - 


| þ 


ac BP” — — — — — — 
wo LETTER 
* | _ | „„ 2 8 1 
Jo the Rev. Mr. Whitefield. 


2 7 1 * P bros j 8 , * 
— 
* „„ * — * . * * Gs 


=. Nev, 11. 29406 
= Reverend Sir, 7 £ 
I HAVE ſeen your printed Anſwer to certain Que- 
WJ ries lately publiſhed, and obſerve with great Saris- 
ion, the Evidence vou there give of a trucly Chri- 
ian Humiliry, And it is this emboldens me to tell 
Jou, that in my Opinion you have not in all Pos 
Things right; hut ſome of your Corrections are as 
able to Exceptions as the Paſſages you have 

will give you a Specimen: Inſtead of, Adam 
© was adorned with all the Perfeftions of the Deity," 
an correct it, All the moral communitable Perfec- 
ben of the Dey == Was not Man created a little 
Power than the Angels? And if ſo, were there not 

dme meral Perfeflions communicated to tbem, whichi 
Pere not communicated to hm! For otherwife in 
hat Senſe could he be ſaid to be inferiey to them? 
ind it would be abſurd to ſay, that any 28 


e cominiinicated that was not unable. I hope I 
Have a true denſe of the Power and Uſefulneſd of your 
Miniftry, and wiſh it, from my Soul and Spirit, all 
be Succeſs it deſerves; Bur at the ſame time fincerely 
iſh, that all Errors may bs removed, and every Let 
nd Hirdrance taken away. I therefore beg, that you 
in d eh — enen org on. what 
Hay be objected to the above Paſſage, by leaving a 

Letter at Mr. Frayklin's, directed 8 by | — ' 
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46: reformed.” — It was upon the Fzrength ofthis Goh 
3F- cluſion,” that ! thought it p proper, Het only to praythg 
= God's Grace might ſhine more an yo in youl 
BE 5 arts but alſo to trouble you with my Lættet 6 
tber whe Inſtant... 1 
= Book high. Opinion I 4 2 erte sf. your f * 
* = Sigcerity, aud Zeal for Trutmb, ate 
100 expect an Anſwer j and I would. fill lady ceteie 
that is faction. But as find 70 ou hahe bicherto decl 
nal it, 0 for which I am at L. oſs tor a good Reaſon 
I thereſote takę this Occafion't let you know, Thi 
if you any longer derline doing what,cvery Chriftian Ef 
quirer has a Right to demand of you. upon uch Occ 
# -  fonw; ü immediately $24 ypon yu i a public 
X 7 printing doth this and my formicr etrers 
"Fam - Reverend Hir, & 3 
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